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Pinewood Derby Info

For Pack 97

Car Specifications

All racers, regardless of division, must comply with the following racing specifications which are excerpted from the official Grand Prix Pinewood Derby Kit Instructions:

1. Width: Overall width shall not exceed 2 3/4”. 
2. Length: Overall length shall not exceed 7”.  
3. Weight: Finished car can not weigh more than 5 ounces. The weight shown on the Official Race Scale is final. All car parts and materials must be firmly attached. 
4. Width between wheels:  The area where the axles are inserted into the body should remain 1 3/4” wide.  If the car you design has a narrow body, make sure the width between the wheels remains 1 3/4” wide or the wheels will not fit over the guide strips of the track.
5. Bottom clearance between car and track:  Clearance below the car should be 3/8”.
Pinewood Derby Car Rules

1. Wheels & Axles: Only official Cub Scout Grand Prix Pinewood Derby wheels and axles are permitted.  You can polish the axles. You may lightly sand the wheels to remove the molding seam on the tread. No other wheel changes are allowed.  Washers and bushings are prohibited.  

2. Lubrication: Use dry powdered graphite ONLY. You may not use any other lubricant, especially oils and silicone sprays. No graphite may be applied after car inspection.   
3. Springing: The car shall not ride on any type springs.  
4. Details: Details such as steering wheel, driver, decals, painting, or interior details are permissible as long as these details do not exceed the maximum length, width, and weight specifications. 

5. Attachments: The car must be freewheeling with no starting devices.  
6. Inspection: Each car must pass inspection by the official Inspection Committee before it may compete. Inspection will take place the morning of the race. If, at registration, a car does not pass inspection, the owner will be informed of the reason for failure and will be given time within the official weigh-in time period to make the adjustment.  After final approval, cars will not be reinspected unless the car is damaged in handling or in a race.
Pinewood Derby Car Design
Use the illustrations below to help your Scout design his Pinewood Derby car.  The dashed circles on the Side View represent the location of the wheels on the side of the car.  The dashed lines on the Top View represent the axle grooves located on the bottom of the car.

